ORDINANCE NO. 11549
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE I, SECTIONS 3-2, 3-7, 3-8, 3-13, 3-18 AND 3-20, ARTICLE II, SECTION 3-21, ARTICLE III, SECTION 3-33, AND ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 3-52 AND 3-55, RELATIVE TO SIGNS.

______________________________________________________

SECTION 1.  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-2, Definitions, be amended by adding the following appropriately designated new paragraphs:

Billboard.   Billboard shall mean a panel(s) designed for the purpose of posting bills and to carry outdoor advertising. 

Intersection.   Intersection shall mean the center point where two (2) or more open roads, streets, or highways located within the corporate limits of the city join.

Spacing.   Spacing shall mean the interval between signs determined by measuring from the upright column or outermost supporting columns and extending by the most direct line perpendicular to the road to a point nearest the road right-of-way, and then proceeding in either direction along the nearest edge of the right-of-way or pavement for the prescribed distance.

SECTION 2.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-2, Major Advertising Zones, be amended by deleting the language “excluding that portion which falls within the Scenic Corridor along Highway 153” from two phrases, the first phrase beginning with “Brainerd Road/Lee Highway from its intersection Tunnel Boulevard generally eastward to its intersection with Shallowford Road” and the second phrase beginning with “Highway 58 from its intersection with Highway 153 northeastwardly to the city limits”.

SECTION 3.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-7, be amended by re-designating the paragraphs as (a) through (f) and adding the following language as a new paragraphs (b), (f) and (g) of said section:

(b)
An applicant for an off-premise sign shall submit with the application for a sign permit a most recent certified survey showing property lines, easements and distance from the nearest intersection as defined in the chapter.  The certified survey must have been completed within no less than five (5) years of the date the application for a sign permit is submitted as required by this chapter.  An applicant for a sign permit shall additionally submit elevation drawings and engineering plans and design with the application for an off-premise sign.  The drawings and designs required by this Section must be in compliance with provisions of the City’s building codes, as amended.

(f)
For any sign requiring a state permit, such permit shall be included when making application. 

(g)      A notarized letter of intent or permission from the property 

           owner shall be submitted with the permit application.


SECTION 4.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-8 be amended by re-designating each section and adding a new subsection “(c)” to the first paragraph with new language as follows:

(c)
A logbook, list or other such public record with a chronological numbering system shall be maintained in the city building codes office for the purpose of recording all permit submittals and for providing a receipt verifying the date, time and sequence number of such applications.  This record shall be considered public information available for review as a reference in considering the availability of potential permittable sign locations. The list or record shall contain all existing and pending sign locations and all applicants shall be given a receipt bearing the time, date and sequence number of such permit applications at the time of submittal.

            SECTION 5.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-13 be amended by deleting the second sentence of said paragraph beginning with “Any sign for which the annual safety inspection fee remains unpaid…” and ending with “as set forth in this Article”


                                                                                                                                                                                               SECTION 6.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED,  That Chattanooga City Code, Part

 II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-18 be amended by deleting in its entirety and substituting the following in lieu thereof.

Sec. 3-18.
Change of Sign classification – removal.

If for any reason an off-premise sign becomes an on-premise sign, such on-premise sign and its supporting structure shall receive notification from the City allowing 30 days to comply with all of the provisions of this Chapter governing on- premise signs.  If for any reason such sign cannot be brought into compliance, it shall be removed within ninety (90) days of the change of classification unless such sign is in compliance with all of the provisions of this Chapter governing on-premise signs.  If for any reason an on-premise sign becomes an off-premise sign, such off-premise sign and its supporting structure shall receive notification from the City allowing 30 days to comply with all of the provision of this Chapter governing off-premise signs.  If for any reason such sign cannot be brought into compliance, it shall be removed within ninety (90) days unless such sign is in compliance with all of the provisions of this Chapter governing off-premise signs.  For the purpose of this section, a legally placed billboard, whether conforming to current regulations or allowed as a legal nonconforming use and situated on any parcel of land containing five (5) or more acres or with at least five (5) businesses shall be allowed to contract to advertise businesses located on the same tract of land without being considered to be an on-premise sign.

SECTION 7.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-20 be amended by deleting “Reserved” and inserting the following new Section 3-20:


Sec. 3-20.
Lighting and illumination.
Off-Premise advertising faces using external illumination shall use a maximum of two luminaries per sign face.  All luminaries will use a type of lenses that will that will direct the light to only illuminate the intended bulletin or poster face.  Lamp and ballast  watts shall not exceed two (2) watts per square foot of advertising area. Lighting fixtures illuminating signs and billboards shall be aimed and shielded so that properties are protected from light trespass or spillage to the maximum extent practicable.


SECTION 8.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article II, Section 3-21 (b), be amended by deleting “three hundred and seventy-five (375)” and inserting in lieu thereof “three hundred and seventy-eight (378)”.  

SECTION 9.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article II, Section 3-21 (c), be amended by deleting “thirty-two (32)” and inserting in lieu thereof “fifty (50)”.


SECTION 10.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article II, Section 3-21 be amended by adding the following subsection (l):

(l)
Construction type.  All new or rebuilt billboards shall be constructed using single mono pole design unless otherwise prohibited by other Governmental Entities.  All legal conforming or legal non-conforming signs in all areas or zones may be rebuilt using newly adopted rules and regulations including height, provided that no sign may be expanded in advertising area beyond its originally permitted standard size classification.  For example, a sign originally permitted under “General off-premise sign regulations ” with a maximum advertising area of three hundred seventy five (375) square feet may not exceed the amended maximum of three hundred seventy eight (378) square feet and off-premise signs with a sign area of less than seventy five (75) square feet may not under this provision advance to a larger area, etc. 


SECTION 11.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article III, Section 3-33 (a) be amended by deleting “twenty-five (25)” and inserting in lieu thereof “twenty (20).”


SECTION 12.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article III, Section 3-33 (b) be amended by deleting “thirty-two (32)” and inserting in lieu thereof “fifty (50).” 


SECTION 13.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article V, Section 3-52 be amended by adding the following new paragraph (c): 

(c)
Barton Avenue to its intersection with Hixson Pike; Hixson Pike from its intersection with Barton Avenue to its intersection with Lupton Drive; Cherokee Boulevard from its intersection with Market Street to the Stringers Ridge Tunnel; Amnicola Highway from its intersection with the east side of Chattanooga State to Access Road; Hixson Pike from its intersection with Middle Valley Road to the City limits; Main Street from its intersection with Market Street to Holtzclaw Avenue; Holtzclaw Avenue to its intersection with Houston Street; East Brainerd Road from its intersection with Concord Drive  to the City limits.


SECTION 14.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article V, Section 3-55 be amended by deleting paragraphs (a), (b), (f) and (i) in their entirety and substituting the following in lieu thereof:

(a)
Interstate 24 from the city limits south and west of the Tiftonia area to the center of its junction with U.S. Highway 27, except for an area one thousand three hundred twenty (1,320) feet on either side of the intersection of Interstate 24 and U.S. Highway 41 at the Tiftonia exit (Cummings Highway).

(b)
Cummings Highway/Lookout Mountain Pike from the City limits west of Lookout Valley to its intersection with Highway 58.

(f)
Along Interstates 24 and 75 from one hundred fifty (150) feet east of Dodds Avenue eastward to the city limits as they now exist or may hereafter be expanded, except for an area one thousand three hundred twenty (1,320) feet in either direction along Interstate 75 from the intersection with Lee Highway (U. S Highway 11 and 64) at Ooltewah and State Route 2 (Bonny Oaks Drive). 

(i)
Shallowford Road from its intersection with Gunbarrel Road to the intersection of Jenkins Road.


SECTION 15.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article V, Section 3-55(c) be amended by deleting “Interstate 124” and inserting in lieu thereof “Highway 27.” 


SECTION 16.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article V, Section 3-55 be amended by inserting the additional paragrahs (l), (m), (n), (p) and (q) as follows:

(l)
East Brainerd Road from its intersection with Concord Road and extending South and East to the City Limits.

(m)
Highway 153 from its intersection with Amnicola Highway to its intersection with Hamill Road.

(n)
Cassandra Smith Road from its intersection with Hixson Pike to its intersection with Hamill Road.

(p)
Hamill Road from its intersection with Hixson Pike to Big Ridge Road.

(q)
Highway 153 from its intersection with Grubb Road going north to the City limits.



SECTION 17.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage as provided by law.

PASSED on Third and Final Reading

          May 4                             , 2004.
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